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Nadir then commanded his troops to restore to their families the prisoners
whom they had taken.1
How many persons, the vast majority of whom were guiltless of any
crime against the Persians, lost their lives on this terrible occasion will
never be accurately known ; the estimated totals range from 8,000 to
the fantastic figure of 4OO,ooo.2 Sir J. Sarkar considers that, having
regard to the relatively small area affected and the short duration of the
havoc, the number of those put to the sword was probably not in excess
of 2o,ooo.8 To this figure must be added the several hundred persons
(mostly women) who committed suicide.
Nadir's next step was to send a force under *Azimullah Khan and Fulad
Khan to apprehend the two Indian nobles named Sayyid Niyaz Khan and
Shah Nawaz Khan, and their followers, who, as stated above, had taken
up their position in a fort outside the city after raiding the elephant stables
on the previous night. This fort was duly attacked, and the two Indian
leaders and their followers were captured ; later in the day they were
put to death.*
According to Mirza Zaman,5 Nadir also took vigorous punitive measures
against the people of the Sarai of Rujiullah Khan and the Tatar Mughals
of Mughal Pura because they had killed some Persian troops whom he
had previously sent to the Sarai to seize the cannon there.
Having re-established order in the city and surroundings, Nadir
confirmed Hajji Fulad Khan in his position as Kotwal.6
For some days after this massacre, the streets remained littered with
1 T,N., p. 206; Mirza Zaman (Fiaser, p. 187) states that these prisoners were not released
until the next day (12th Dhu'l-Hijja = 2^rd March).
' As in the case of the killing of the Persian troops, there is much divergence between the
authorities regarding the total number of victims;
'Abdul-Karim (according to the MS. belonging to Sir J. Sarkar}      8,000
Ashub, Vol. II, p. 351	nearly 16,000
'Abdul-Karim (according to B M. MS. fol. 23 (b))       ..	20,000
30,000
nearly
100,000
Mirza Mabdi, T.N., p. 206
Rustam 'Ali, fol. 288 (a)
Harcharan Das, fol. 91 (a)
Tieffenthaler, p. 56
Hanway, VoL IV, p. 177.   (Hanway
says that another 10,000
committed suicide)	..	..         110,000
Mirza Zaman (Fraser, p. 185)	..     120,000 to 150,000
Surat letter (in Daily Post of 23rd November, 1739)	..         200,000
Otter, Vol. X P- 393	         225,000
Maratha letters		50,000 to 400,000
*	Nadir Shah in India, p. 66.   The limits of the area destroyed on this occasion are given
'Abdu'l-Kaiim (Bayan, fol. 24 (b)) and by Anand Ram (fol. 174 (a)). Two
churches and the house of a devout Christian lady were destroyed (P&re Saignes, Ldfres
Edifiantes, Vol. IV, p. 260); two Portuguese Jesuits named Matthias Rodriguez and
Francisco da Cruz escaped injury by Wqpg refuge in a house in a remote part of the tity.
(Tieffenthaler, p. 57, Saignes, p. 260).
*	T.N., p. 206.   According to Ashub (Vol. II, p. 533), Niyaz Khan was also guilty of the nmrder
of Qizflbash guards who had been placed in his house in order to protect it.
•Fraser, p. 187.
•JWi

